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The project:

1) explore conflicting concepts of books and reading

2) identify barriers to recreational reading on college

3) investigate ways that academic libraries might promote
reading

Hypothesis:

1) undergraduates have a higher regard for books and the
pleasures of reading than is generally acknowledged

2) colleges unknowingly erect barriers to voluntary reading

3) unexamined cultural differences between popular reading
practices and academic approaches to reading have an
impact on how students approach reading for pleasure
during the college years


Presenter
Presentation Notes
An ongoing, multi-faceted investigation of a number of questions, including how do college students feel about books and reading? Do their reading practices differ when reading for fun rather than reading critically? What role does pleasure reading play in life-long learning? What can the library do to encourage reading? 


O
NEA Report: To Read or Not to Read (2007)

“There is a general decline in reading among teenage and adult
Americans ... It is a serious national problem. If, at the current
pace, America continues to lose the habit of regular reading, the
nation will suffer substantial economic, social, and civic setbacks.”
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Presentation Notes
The NEA’s series of alarming reports on the decline of reading published in 2004 and 2007 were widely cited in the press. Yet there have been several critiques of the studies’ methodology and conclusions. Nancy Kaplan of the University of Baltimore pointed out that if you take a longer view of the data, the trend disappears. Others pointed out that choosing to only count voluntary reading of printed literature defined as fiction, poetry, and plays in the original report seemed arbitrary.  Though the NEA issued a “never mind” report last December saying their efforts had reversed the trends, but the press release didn’t mention that the number of books people reported reading had actually declined by 4% since 2002.  Despite cherry-picking findings and exaggerating claims, these reports struck a chord with the public: people seem to want to believe books and reading are endangered. 

http://www.arts.endow.gov/research/ToRead.pdf
http://www.futureofthebook.org/blog/archives/2007/11/reading_responsibly_nancy_kaplan.html

Figure 1: Per Capita Circulation in Public Libraries in the US,
FY1998-FY2007
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Source: Public Library Survey, FY1988-FY2007, Institute of Museum and Library Services /National Centerfor Education Statistics



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Library circulations per capita are going up, not down.


my books find books friends

Local )
Searc h Find a boal:

Sign in to Shelfari
A home for your books.

Enter what wou're reading or your whaole librar

YAHOO! GroOUPS
A community of 700,000 book lovers.

LibraryThing conne ou to people who read what you do.

Browse Groups about Books and Writing

Top » Entertainment Arts > Humanities > Books and Writing

Search: Search

bookcrossing.com

shelved books = wasted ammunition

Browse for more specialized Groups

Join Books & People Information Community BC Sto
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And the number of online communities devoted to books and reading paints a very different picture than the doom and gloom of the NEA reports. 


Surveys

e Student survey
— Responses from over 700 Gustavus students
— Range of class year, major

— Coordinated by undergraduate scholarship
recipient

e Librarian survey

— Responses from over 300 academic librarians
— Range of institutions
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Presentation Notes
Discuss why we are comparing the two – give a sense of leisure reading among Gustavus students directly and a picture of how librarians perceive the situation at other institutions


Do students enjoy reading for fun?

Gustavus Students: Academic Librarians:

Do students come to your library looking

for leisure reading materials?
14 91

Do you enjoy leisure reading?

7.1% 0.7

28.7\
60.1
m Very frequently Occasionally
mYes = No Rarely Never

Not sure
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Presentation Notes
Not quite comparable questions, but we see that Gustavus students enjoy leisure reading by overwhelming majority.  Librarians at other institutions report that they do see a majority of students looking for leisure reading materials at least occasionally.  Not a great comparison, but does suggest other libraries seeing some demand for these materials – also look at cross tabs by institution


Students’ leisure reading patterns
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STUDENTS:  Some variance by gender and major – women more likely to read romance and fiction, men more likely to read sci fi, both equally likely to read nonfiction and biography


How many hours do Gustavus students
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read for pleasure each week?
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Not much of a gender difference at all
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Barriers to Leisure Reading
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Choose all that apply
Time issue is the big one – not enjoyment or access
Differences in students could account for differences in librarian perception – esp. with don’t enjoy it
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Addressing the Barriers
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What our students say they’d like compared to what libraries are doing
Not a true comparison – only 1 student set v. host of institutions, our students commenting only on Gustavus lib.


January Term Course: Books & Culture

* Experiential

* Intensive

e Explore different kinds of
books: zines, graphic novels,
rare books, e-books

* Write personal reflections
e Conduct field work

* Create a book



http://booksandculture.wordpress.com/
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One of my earliest memories of books was of my mom
reading my sister and me bedtime stories at night. I
remember Dr. Seuss’s My Book About Me, and that I had
so much fun filling in all of the information about
myself, like how tall I was or how many freckles I
had. Books have always played an important role in my
life, and from the moment I could read for myself T
always seemed to have a book in front of me.




The first time she ever had a book

It was the year of 1991 and the house ahd bookshelves
were filled with words waiting to be read. However
these words were hot read out (oud to the little 2 year
old girl as most booKks are to Kids at this age. They were
instead dragged around the house by this young reader
everywhere as her mother observed anhd read her own
stories from the blue spotted couch in the small living
room. BOOKS went everywhere with her; to the
bathroom as she sat on the training toilet, in bed with
her and to the couch oh a spot hext to her mother. AS
her mother, would say “She didnt want to be read to.
Even though she didnt understand the words, she
would waht to read the books ahyways. She khew her
letters early SO she would try to read them.”




It was an ordinary place in our house growing up,

but it became magical every night
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MY earliest memory of the library was Of story time at my
hometown public library. The head librarian’s name was Mrs.
Pease. She would sit and read to us while we crowded around her
in a Certaih spot in the library to hear a wonderfu| story told in her
ahimated voice. ] remember being very anxious for the children’s
§tory tite to Come; sitting in the lunch room with my friends and
our moms. I remember the little shelves with Colorful books
placed on top and in the shelf. 1 remember a huge teddy bear we
all fought over while Mrs. Pease sat in her big wooden rocking
Chair as she read. I felt Very comforted by the readings she read
tO US beCause that is what my family members always did with me.
T was happy while sitting and being read to.




Wheel of Time series by

Robert Jordan

In eighth grade, while
walking home from school, I
got into a discussion with
my friends Luke and Alex

about who read the longest
books. Luke had read the
entire series, each book
being around six hundred
pages long, and clearly
won. Somehow, Alex and I
ended up racing te read the
series. Whoever finished
one book first got the next
from Luke, and the other
had to try to get it from
the local library or buy
T

This was my first
experience of reading
EVERYWHERE: in classes, at
dinner, even while walking
home. That last one wasn't
a great idea, by the way. I
would even bring the next
book in the series to
school with me in case I
finished the one I was
reading. I'm sure some of
it was the competitive
spirit, but I have never
wanted to read so much as I
did the three or so months
of our race.




Sweet juniper’s photo stream — Detroit book depository



http://www.flickr.com/photos/sweetjuniper/sets/72157603302647339/

The books were strewn about the building. in their fina]
resting places after being ravaged by flames. The pages were
consumed quickly by the greedy fire,that was earnest Lo transf

i this building of knowledge into a wasteland. The flames we
Inir taking a hold of everything in its path until tt
. Rushing. cold. fierc it poured out of the 55
*attempt to tame the blaz as too late. the flames won.
$ The books-are scatte . burnt. decomposing on the floor.
‘ The once vibrant books are now crumbling into dark grey ash.
- Slowly decomposing, the books offer g life source for plants.
Gradually, a small tree starts growing among the crumbled pages.,
reaching for ti light that is pouring in from the shattered
window. The gr leaves the branches reach for the light
determined to grow, to prevail among the charred pages
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We will always be traveling down two roads
simultaneously. I completely agree with this
statement in reference to the future of books. I

-l

simply can’'t see printed books being completely

| extinct with the recent advances in the process of
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digital books.

be a time when everyone will prefer digitized
reading to that of a physical book. Transferring
books to digital form will definitely convert some
people to reading everything on a computer, but
there will always be people who prefer the complete
experience that comes with a real book in hand.
It’s nice to have the option of reading a book
digitally, and this method is likely preferred when
doing research. I think that this advance in book
technology is a good addition, but should not be
treated as a substitution.
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Field Work Project Results - Fiction Survey

e 77% of students surveyed preferred fiction to non-
fiction
e Over half didn’t know where fiction was located in our

library
e Over half of students got books from friends and
family; less than 20% used our library as one of their top

three sources for pleasure reading



Additional thoughts - Students

 Encourage reading via competition and prizes

— Free pizza, ice cream, beer, etc.

* Provide better access to materials
— Book lists (to be used in house or taken home)
— More signs and displays
— “Do something” about LC system

* Recognize that time is a major barrier

III

— “Tell profs to lighten up on the workload. Haha



Additional thoughts - Librarians

* Programs and incentives
— Book rental programs (like Baker & Taylor)
— Promote popular DVDs and CDs as well

* Access

— Tight budgets provide constraints and
opportunities

— Library of Congress system makes browsing hard
e Culture

— Institutional support from faculty and
administrators



What we’ll be doing

Creating an experimental fiction collection
and studying circulation patterns

Setting up reading “nooks” in the current
periodicals collection to encourage browsing

Creating reading lists and recommended lists

Collaborating with our friends group on a
book blog — recommendations from “friends”
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/moriza/96724309/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/elrojo/1414347975/
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